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settlement was attended with all kinds of difficulties,
and though a company was formed which obtained
a Royal Charter, mistakes and misfortunes in full
measure hindered the scheme. But, as a recent
biographer1 writes, it was " an instance of Granville's
way and Granville's courage," and as usually hap-
pened with his enterprises he succeeded in the end.
Granville Sharp was one of the best known and
honoured of that noble band who,united in their evan-
gelical and philanthropical sympathies, were known
as "the Clapham Sect," and who are commemorated
on the tablet in Clapham Parish Church, as having
" laboured so abundantly for the increase of National
Righteousness and the Conversion of the Heathen and
rested not until the curse of slavery was swept away
from all parts of the British Dominions/'
WILLIAM WILBERFORCE
As pioneer and champion of the Anti-Slavery
struggle in Parliament, Wilberforce's title to fame
stands secure and unchallenged. Born in 1759, he
belonged to a Hull family of repute, and was elected
to Parliament at the early age of twenty-one, as
Member for Hull. A few years later, despite the
opposition of Whig magnates, he became one of the
Members for the County of York, and this at once
gave him a distinguished position. He had been a
friend of Pitt's at Cambridge, and the friendship
lasted throughout the life of the great Minister, to
1 Granville Sharp, by E. C. P. Lascelles, p, 87.